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Executive Summary 

The MEESO project deliverable D1.2 Report on metadata catalogue for data resources is closely associated 

with the outputs of deliverable D1.3 on Transfer of data to international data collection organizations. The 

aim of deliverable D1.2 is to facilitate making every datatype metadata record associated to MEESO 

available in the ICES metadata catalogue system. For this, MEESO partners responsible for the data 

collection will update the metadata catalogue with all information once the actual data collection 

takes place.  

 

During the task 1.1 Data management workshop held on 18-20 February 2020, MEESO data collectors 

received training on the ICES metadata catalogue structure, guidelines, and practical exercises on 

how to insert new metadata records, how to validate them and make them INSPIRE-compliant. 

During the workshop’s practical session a few metadata entries were already inserted as draft 

versions by MEESO partners in the catalogue https://gis.ices.dk/geonetwork.  

 

Identifying the different data types, and homogenizing the MEESO records in the ICES metadata 

catalogue is one of the objectives of D1.2 in order to get a structured documentation about the 

available datasets and services. The meta catalogue, and template for meta data will help data 

providers capture information about their data collection efficiently and consistently, thus enabling 

users to easily find and access datasets matching their needs. All future metadata information will 

available on the metadata catalogue faceted search (filtered view). 
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1 ICES metadata catalogue  

 

All underlying datasets have to be accompanied by metadata records to allow data to be 

discovered. These records are going to be stored in the metadata catalogue maintained by ICES. 

All metadata information in the MEESO project have to be publicly available and easily 

discoverable. The catalogue can be found at this url: https://gis.ices.dk/geonetwork. The 

catalogue supports all the common standards for metadata (ISO19115, ISO19119, ISO19139 

etc.) and it has all INSPIRE functionalities enabled (validation, editor, viewer). 

 

Metadata are important for the project for a number of reasons. They provide information on 

where and how to access the data in question. For example which institute is providing them, 

what format are they in or how they can be used. Furthermore, generating metadata records and 

storing them within a single catalogue will significantly increase the accessibility and 

discoverability of the data with the use of key words, DOIs and persistent urls. This is especially 

important for data that are not hosted by ICES as they can still be accessed through their 

metadata via a single portal. 

 

Prior to the workshop held in January 2020 a template (ANNEX 1) was created specifically for 

the project. The template aims to facilitate the data submitters to edit and validate their records 

according the INSPIRE directive requirements. The users can also create and edit metadata 

records without publishing them. This allows the data providers to record information about 

data records that are yet to be completed – giving the project team an overview of what is, and 

will be, available. Metadata of biological and acoustic, biochemical and oceanography, fishing 

industry and interview dataset will follow FAIR principle. 

 

  

https://gis.ices.dk/geonetwork
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2 MEESO metadata at ICES metadata catalogue 

in project life cycle  
 

Currently there are two records in relation to MEESO, both in draft form. Since they are not 

complete they can only be accessed by the editors. 

 

 

 

During the next phases of the project as more data are identified/gathered, metadata records 

will be created by the MEESO partners. With support from ICES, these records will be then 

quality controlled and validated against the INSPIRE requirements. When all the quality checks 

have been applied, the records will then be published and publicly available and linked via the 

MEESO and ICES websites. 
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Annex 1. Template for MEESO metadata record  
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